3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
October 25, 1983 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

Jim Spilman has sent me copies o-f your letter to him and 
the picture o-f Machin’s house on Orange Lake. First, let me 
introduce mysel-f. I am 40 years old and employed by IBM as an 
analog circuit designer. I’m married and have two children. 

My interest in colonial numismatics began about three years 
ago. It didn’t take long before my interest centered around 
Machin’s Mills. I contacted Bob Vlack and got a copy of his 
photo plates on American made imitation British halfpence and 
began to specialize in that area. I began to look for 
information on Thomas Machin and his coining operation in 
numismatic literature. I didn’t find a great deal, so I began 
to look elsewhere. I traveled to Orange Lake and Newburgh 
(130 miles) and looked the site over and talked to Mel 
Johnson the curator of Washington’s Headquarter’s about Thomas 
Machin. He had a little information about Machin, but from 
that point on I started to seriously research Machin’s life. 

I found that many of Machin’s papers that Simms used in his 
chapter on Machin were held by the New—York Historical Society. 

^ must question your statement about these papers being 
destroyed by fire. Unfortunately, they did not have the papers 
used by Simms in his comments concerning the coinage operation. 
Some of Machin’s other papers are included in the George 
Clinton and John Lamb papers which I also looked at. 

Thus, I wrote the enclosed article a little over a year 
ago in the hopes that Jim Spilman would publish it in CNL so 
that more information would be available within the 
numismatic community on Thomas Machin. This article will 
include pictures of Machin’s grave markers and a map that he 
drew of the Hudson Highlands in January 1778. I have other 
tidbits about Machin that aren’t in the article and copies of 
some of his papers. 

Since I wrote the preceeding article I have met with the 
Town of Newburgh historian. Orange County historian, and 
several Town of Newburgh officals concerning a historical 
marker that I want placed at the Machin’s Mills site. They 
are enthusiastic about this project and are carrying it 
forward. I also explored the Machin’s Mills site again 
with the historians and found the canal that Machin dug and 
what we believe to be the ruins of the foundation of the mill 
at the end of the canal. We also found the ruins of a stone 
foundation of a house just south of the canal. I’m presently 
trying to work through the Orange County historian to have a 
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state archeologist brought in to examine the site. 

I'm interested in how you discovered liachin’s home and 
also where it is located with respect to the canal. I'm 
surprised that it is still standing-especially since it is a 
frame structure. 

I have almost finished writing an article on Machin's 
Mills. I’ve started to type it up and it looks like it will 
be about 35 pages (double-spaced) in length. My purpose for 
writing this article is to consolidate the scattered 
information that has already been published, plus to also 
introduce some new information. 

Let me know what you think of the enclosed article. I have 
also enclosed a copy of Machin's family tree that I developed. I'm 
sure that it is not complete. 

As I hope you can see, I'm very interested in Thomas Machin 
and his coining operation and I hope to continue to learn 
more * I'm also committed to making this information available 
to the numismatic community via CNL. 



Yours truly. 


Gary A. Trudgen 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 12, 1983 


Mr. G. A. Trudgen 
3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, NY 13760 

Dear Gary: 

As I told you when I left for vacation, I would write you on my return. 

I certainly enjoyed reading the research write-up which you were kind 
enough to send to me. I will probably comment on a few of those matters 
in due course. In the meantime, however, I promised you the published 
writings which I have done on the subject. I am enclosing an offprint 
of my 1957 article from the Centennial Volume of ANS. I am enclosing a 
photocopy of an article I wrote for Empire Topics in 1959. These will 
give you some idea as to my early enthusiasm for the subject. 

My friend, Q. David Bowers, is also very much interested in the Machin's 
Mills and you may want to send him a copy of the present write-up and 
the write-up you are working on. 

My very kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 

Enel. 


bcc: Mr. Q, 


David Bowers 


3103 Chatham Road 
Endwel1, N.Y. 13760 
December 19, 1983 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

Dear Eric: 


Thanks -For sending a copy of the in-formation that you 
have published concerning Machin’s Mills. I -found the article 
entitled A Recently Discovered Coin Solves a 

Vermont Numismatic Enigma very interesting even though I had 
been aware o-f the gist of the article from other sources. 


There is one thing that bothers me concerning the 
reticle. I have a hard time seeing that the same obverse and 
reverse device punches were used to make the dies for Vermont 
Ryder 27 and imitation British halfpence 12-78B (page 539). 
The central devices appear to me to be significally different 
and must have required substantial further tooling of the 
dies if they were made from the same device punches. Would 
you elaborate on this. 


Is the rippled surface on the bust of 9-76B the original 
planchet surface before striking, caused by insufficent metal 
flow during striking because of either improper annealing of 
the planchet or the bust cut to deeply into the die, or is it 
caused by something else? Do you know if the other extant 
^listed as R7 by Vlack) 9—76B halfpence have the same rippled 
surface on the bust? 


Can you recall where Machines house was located on 
□range Lake? I asked the Town of Newburgh historian to try to 
locate the house and he said he couldn’t find it. I then 
asked him to check the land deed records for Mrs. C.W. Butt, 
but I haven’t heard from him yet. Please refer to the 
enclosed hand drawn map. Was Machin’s house possibly located 
near where I have marked an "X" on the map? At that spot 
there is the ruins of an eighteenth century home stone 
foundation. 


When you called I mentioned that Bob Vlack owns a 
Massachusetts pine tree shilling struck over a 1781 Mexican 
rea l■ Richard Picker had also owned one. You asked what 
variety it was and I didn’t know. Since that time I have 


I enjoyed reading your important article in The 
Numismatist on Benjamin Franklin and the Chain Design. To me 
Franklin is one of the most interesting and important men of 
his era. I have read his autobiography and other biographies 
written about him. 


Seasons greetings. 


G , 



Vudgen 








ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 



■u 


January 27, 1984 


Mr. Gary A. Trudgen 
3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, NY 13760 

Dear Gary: 

I have been in the West Indies and have not had enough opportunity to 
assemble the items needed to answer your letter of December 19, 1983 
as yet. 

I don't remember where Thomas Machin's house was located, but the X 
you marked on your map seems to be approximately at the site where I 
walked to visit Mrs. Butt. 

With respect to the use of die punches on British half pence and Vermont 
dies, this is a matter which should be restudied in the hope of determin¬ 
ing whether there were basic punches which were used on obverses and 
reverses as a starter and then the dies were cut further individually. 

Now that the varieties of Machin's productions are known, a better com¬ 
parison can be made than when I did my research over 25 years ago. 

As to my 1776 half penny 9-76B, I will try and study it to see what is 
the cause of the striping. I have a second example in which the obverse 
die is shattered and it does not show the striping. I will have pictures 
taken shortly. I do not know of any other examples of this die combina¬ 
tion, but perhaps Vlack does or Dick August may own one. 

Thank you for your nice comments concerning my article on Benjamin 
Franklin and the 13 link chain design. 


Sincerely yours 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 17, 1984 


Mr. James C. Spilman 
P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 


Re: Machin's Mills 


Dear Jim: 

I read the Machin’s material by Gary Trudgen published in CNL. He 
had sent me the manuscript just before I went to Asia and I had no 
opportunity to do anything more than read it quickly and talk to him 
about it. I sent him my prior published material on the subject which 
he had not cited. He wrote me about it but did not mention that he had 
rejected using the picture I furnished through you or give any reason. 

Frankly, I am puzzled. Much of his material was taken from books 
which have been well known by serious numismatists in the field and 
which I had commented on long, long ago. He has added other non- 
nunismatic data entirely new to me. My not agreeing with all his com¬ 
ments or his not agreeing with me after he recently read my old writings 
for the firfct time is nothing unusual. The subject is fascinating, as 
you state, but it has to be a pleasure to work on in the future. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


3103 Chatham Road 
Endwel1, N.Y. 13760 
June 22, 19B4 


Mr. Eric Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I’m writing because of your expertise in explaining the 
causes o-f unusal coin strikings. Would you be so kind to give 
me your opinion on the following Machin’s Mills imitation 
British halfpence puzzle. 


Variety 21-I-87D-I has a weak strike around the 
periphery of the coin, while variety 21-II-87D-II does not. 
Both varieties were struck from the same pair of dies. I have 
seen an explanation that variety 21-I-87D-I was struck 
without a collar, thus resulting in the weak periphery. I 
don’t accept this explanation because I’m relatively sure 
Machin did not use a collar in striking his coins. Do you 
have an explanation for the weak periphery of variety 
21-I-87D-I? Could it be that the planchets were impropery 
annealed and were too soft when struck? Variety 21-I-87D-I is 
approximately 1mm larger (28mm) in diameter than variety 
21—II—87D—II which does indicate that the planchet did indeed 
expand when struck. I don’t believe anything was done to the 
dies, such as lapping, to explain the weak periphery because 
clash marks to the left of Britannia’s head can be found on 
both varieties. 


Yours truly. 


rudgen 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis , Missouri 63105 


June 27,1984 


Mr.Gary A. Trudgen 
3103 Chatham Rd. 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 

Dear Gary: 


I am glad to try to answer your inquiry of June 21, 
1984 about Machins Mills coinage diameters and striking weak¬ 
ness. 


At that time there were no retaining collars in 
America to form or control the edge. The striking at Machins 
Mills was done by a water wheel operated minting machine as you 
know and it was either a drop press or a press moved up and 
down by a reciprocating arm attached to the water wheel.My 
idea is that the element holding the top die was raised by 
the eccentric arm and released to drop by gravity.lt was 
cushioned by leather,springs,or wood I imagine. 

Many matters could then affect the clarity of the 
coinage and the diameter of the coins,such as: 

1. The planchets could be of a different diameter due to a 
different size of cutter. 

2. The strip from which the planchets were cut could be of 
different thickness in one case as compared to another. 

3. The pressure of the strike could vary due to weight added 
to the dropping element or changing the release height;or by 
setting the upper or lower die at a different level. 

4. The pressure of the strike could be insuffientfor full 
planchet metal flowage radially. 

5. The planchets could have varying impurities or as you 
say insufficient annealing for any batch. 

Variety I was probably done after Variety II. If you 
could weigh a few specimens of each and check their thickness 
and diameter you could probably eliminate some of the above 
possible causes of weakness. 

I hope this explains to you wJdJt might have happened. 
Sincere^ 


P.S. The metal around the periphery of ^dle can weaken from use 
because of soft iron or poor hardening as die 87 C also did. 



3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
September 14, 1984 


Mr. Eric Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Last month I met with Dick August and studied his 
collection o-f Machin’s Mills halfpence. During our disscusion 
we talked about Vlack’s variety 10-77A as to whether it is a 
Machines Mills product. Neither Dick nor I own this variety 
which makes it difficult for us to draw any conclusions. Dick 
thought that perhaps you may own this variety. If you do, 
what is your opinion concerning its source of manufacture? Do 
you know how many pieces of this variety are known today? 
Would you be so kind to send me an enlarged photo of this 
variety and what its weight is if you own one? I’ll be happy 
to pay for your photo expense. 


Did you perhaps read my article in Penny-Wise where I 
asked for information about Machin’s Mills halfpence? I’m 
presently gathering information on this series with the 
intention of writing a comprehensive monograph on the series. 
Would you consider sending me a list of your Machin’s Mills 
halfpence holdings? If so, would you include some information 
on each coin such as its weight, grade, etc. Any information 
that you supply me with will be held in the strictest 
confidence. Also, if you have any information or observations 
on this series that you think should be included in a 
comprehensive monograph, please let me know and I’ll 
certainly acknowledge your contribution. 


I have made arrangements with Richard Doty to examine 
the ANS holdings of Machin’s Mills halfpence in October. I’m 
under the impression that Yale University also holds some of 
these coppers - thus at some future date I’ll try and examine 
their holdings. Do you know of any other collections of this 
series that I should examine? 


Thanks again, in advance, for listening and responding 
to my questions? I really appreciate your willingness to 
share your knowledge and to help me. 


Yours truly. 



Gary A. ^Trudgen 


P.S. A historical marker about Machines Mills is being 
erected near the site o-f the mint at Orange Lake. I’ll be 
giving a dedication speech at the ceremonies on September 22. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 20, 1984 


Mr. Gary A. Trudgen 
3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, NY 13760 

Dear Gary: 

I read with great interest the composite of information you prepared for the 
Colonial Newsletter. 

As to your letter of September 14, 1984, I can advise you that I do not own Variety 
10-77A, but have five other different 1777 British half pence. I have no particular 
conclusion as to whether the listed variety is Machin's Mill. 

I believe I have an unlisted Machins piece with a new obverse and new reverse and 
will publish it in the Colonial Newsletter as a courtesy to Jim Spilman. I will 
have its picture taken shortly and send you a copy. 

I have 3 separate varities of 1785 half pence and, although they have no Machines Mill 
characteristics, they could have American distribution or could be made in America. 
Batty does not list any 1785 pieces. I am convinced that the 1784 piece which I 
was instrumental in having Vlack list is of American origin in Machinh Mills. 

I never did get an explanation from you as to why you did not include the picture 
I sent you as to Thomas Machin's home. If you have reason to doubt it, you should 
tell me. 


It will take me some time to weigh all of the pieces you have asked me to list and 
weigh. Do you want my duplicates also? 

Yale University does hold some nice pieces and I have seen them. 

By the time you receive this letter, you will have dedicated the marker to Thomas 
Machin and I hope that it causes weird noises at night in the same way the minting 
activities did. 


Kindest regards. 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 17, 1984 


Mr. Gary A. Trudgen 
3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, NY 13760 

Dear Mr. Trudgen: 

I have had what I believe to be a new Machins piece photographed at ANS and I am 
enclosing a print. Please let me have the privilege of publishing this in the 
Colonial Newsletter or otherwise. I would also appreciate it if you would indicate 
whether you agree with my conclusion. 

Sincerely, 



Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Enel 


3103 Chatham Road 
Endwel1, N.Y. 13760 
October 23, 1984 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I have several doubts whether the coin in the photos 
that you sent is of Machin’s Mills origin. My doubts are: 

(1) Number punch "5" is not the same as used on Machin’s 
variety 4-75A. I don’t find this "5" punch used elsewhere in 
the state coinages. 

(2) The outline o-f Britannia’s shield is unlike any o-f the 
Machin halfpence. 

(3) I think that I see fillets used with the British Union, 
although I’m not sure from the photo. As you know, Atlee did 
not use fillets. 

(4) Britannia’s right knee is sharply pointed. Atlee usually 
engraved a much more rounded knee. 

(5) The wide round "O" punch used in the obverse legend is 
unlike Atlee’s "0" punch. His was narrower and oval shaped. I 
don’t find the wide round "O" punch used in the state 
coinages after a cursory search. 


I have enclosed photos of a copper that I studied a 
while back. Note the outline and shape of the shield - isn’t 
it very similar to your coin? Britannia’s right knee is much 
the same as your coin - in fact it looks like the same 
central device punch to me. The "O" punch used in "GEORGIVS" 
appears to be the same wide round "0". 


I concluded that the coin in my photos was of British 
origin because of some of the preceeding observations and 
because the planchet appeared to have been punched out, 
rather than cut. The edge of the coin showed a rough shear 
P a ^tern indicating that it was punched and probably of 
British origin (see page 791 of the Colonial Newsletter). 


Thus, I’m doubtful that your coin is of Machin’s Mills 
origin. Do you agree with my obsevations and conclusions? 

Does your coin have rounded edges indicating that the 
planchet was cut or does it show some shearing that indicates 
the planchet was punched? Wear from circulation may remove 
some of the shear pattern and round the edges. The coin in my 


I 


photos weighs 115 grains. What is the weight of your coin? 


Thanks -for sending your photos. Would you please return 
my photos since they are the only ones I have of this copper. 
Also, it the photos you sent me are extras, I would like to 
have them tor my photo tiles. 


Your paper tor the Americas Conference entitled 
"Circulation of Non-Federal Coppers in the Early United 
States" sounds like something that I'll be quite interested 
in. I’ll be looking forward to obtaining a copy of it. 


Sincerely, 



3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
January 4, 1985 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Enclosed is a copy of a letter that I sent to you some 
time ago in answer to a letter o-f yours. Since I haven’t 
heard -from you on the subject, I’m wondering if my letter was 
lost in the mail or if you possibly set it aside and forgot 
about it. Whatever, I would be pleased to hear from you 
concerning this letter. 


Thanks alot. 


Sincerely, 



Gary A. Trudgen 
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3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
October 11, 1985 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Jim Spilman copied me on your correspondence concerning 
Betts 4. I have the -following observations on this subject 
that you may be interested in. First, to set the record 
straight, Mike Ringo, not myself, owns two 1785 imitation 
halfpence. I have studied and photographed both of Ringo's 
specimens. One of his specimens is the Betts 4 and the other 
specimen has the same obverse die as Betts 4 but a different 
reverse die. Both reverse dies are similiar with the major 
difference being the placement of the letters in the legend 
(BRITANNIA). 


From my study of Ringo’s specimens I have noted the 
following distinguishing characteristics. They are: (1). 
Broken right serif on the "P" punch. The "R" is made by first 
punching a "P" into the die and then handcutting the diagonal 
stroke; (2). The date punches; (3). The "E" punch has a long 
verticle serif at the end of the central stroke; (4). The "T" 
punch has verticle serifs at each end of the top horizontal 
bar. It also has a long horizontal bar at the base; (5). 

Small narrow triangular denticles. 


One year ago Richard Doty opened the ANS Connecticut 
copper collection to me for study. I found that a few 1785 
Connecticut die varieties had the same distinctive 
characteristics, except for the broken “P" punch, as the 1785 
halfpence. I’ve included a copy of my ANS study. As noted, 
1785 Connecticut copper 6.3-G.l is the best example of the 
preceding distinctive characteristics. I did find several 
1787 dated Connecticuts that were missing right serifs on the 
"P" punch. However, the serif didn’t appear to be broken 
U'ff as with the 1785 halfpence. A good example of this is 
33.25-Z.24. 


My tentative conclusion concerning Betts 4 and related 
die varieties is that they came from the same source as some 
of the 1785 Connecticut coppers. The one thing that bothers 
me is that I did not find the broken "P" punch among the 1785 
Connecticut die varieties. Maybe the punch was discarded by 
its die sinker when The Company for Coining Coppers began 
production. Is Betts 4 and related die varieties an Abel 
Buell product and are they the halfpence referred to in the 
1785 Connecticut coinage franchise petition? I think that the 
above information points towards such a conclusion. 


I would be pleased to hear -from you on this subject. I 
would also like to exchange photos on these hal-fpence if you 
wi sh. 


Sincerely, 


Gary Trudgen 


cc. Jim Spilman 


1785 IMITATION BRITISH HALFPENCE 
Study from ANS Connecticuts 


“P“ PUNCH - BROKEN RIGHT SERIF 


1787:33.18 - Z.24 

33.25 

- Z.24* 

33.17 - r.5 

16. 1 - 

- M 

33.17 - r.1 

33.26 

- W. 3 

33.13 - Z.6 

33. 14 

- Z. 14 

33.10 - Z.8 




1785 DATE PUNCHES 

6.3 - G.l* 

6.3 - G.2* 


1785 *‘E" PUNCH 

Long verticle serif at end of central stroke. 
3.1 - A.3 6.2 - F.1 

3. 1 - L 3.4 - F.2 

3.3 - F.3 8 - D 

6.3 - G.1* 


1785 "T" PUNCH 

Vertical serifs at each end of horizontal bar. 
Long horizontal bar at base. 

6.3 - G.1* 


1735 DENTICLES 
5.1 - F.5 

6.4 - I 
6.3 - G.1* 


* Best Example 













3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
October 11, 1985 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Jim Spilman copied me on your correspondence concerning 
Betts 4. I have the -following observations on this subject 
that you may be interested in. First, to set the record 
straight, Mike Ringo, not mysel-f, owns two 1785 imitation 
hal-fpence. I have studied and photographed both o-f Ringo’s 
specimens. One o-f his specimens is the Betts 4 and the other 
specimen has the same obverse die as Betts 4 but a di-f-ferent 
reverse die. Both reverse dies are si miliar with the major 
difference being the placement of the letters in the legend 
(BRITANNIA). 


From my study of Ringo’s specimens I have noted the 
following distinguishing characteristics. They are: (1). 
Broken right serif on the "P" punch. The "R H is made by first 
punching a "P" into the die and then handcutting the diagonal 
stroke; (2). The date punches; (3). The "E" punch has a long 
verticle serif at the end of the central stroke; (4). The "T" 
punch has verticle serifs at each end of the top horizontal 
bar. It also has a long horizontal bar at the base; (5). 

Small narrow triangular denticles. 


One year ago Richard Doty opened the ANS Connecticut 
copper collection to me for study. I found that a few 1785 
Connecticut die varieties had the same distinctive 
characteristics, except for the broken "P" punch, as the 1785 
halfpence. I’ve included a copy of my ANS study. As noted, 
1785 Connecticut copper 6.3—G.1 is the best example of the 
preceding distinctive characteristics. I did find several 
J 787 dated Connecticuts that were missing right serifs on the 
P punch. However, the serif didn’t appear to be broken 
as with the 1785 halfpence. A good example of this is 
33.25-Z.24. 


My tentative conclusion concerning Betts 4 and related 
die varieties is that they came from the same source as some 
of the 1785 Connecticut coppers. The one thing that bothers 
me is that I did not find the broken "P" punch among the 1785 
Connecticut die varieties. Maybe the punch was discarded by 
i^- 5 die sinker when The Company for Coining Coppers began 
production. Is Betts 4 and related die varieties an Abel 
Buell product and are they the halfpence referred to in the 
1785 Connecticut coinage franchise petition? I think that the 
above information points towards such a conclusion. 


I would be pleased to hear from you on this subject. I 
would also like to exchange photos on these halfpence if you 
wish. 


Sincerel 

Gary 


y* 


Trudgen 


cc. Jim Spilman 
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1785 IMITATION BRITISH HALFPENCE 
Study from ANS Connecticuts 


"P" PUNCH - BROKEN RIGHT SERIF 
1787:33.18 - Z.24 
33.17 - r.5 
33.17 - r.1 
33.13 - Z.6 
33.10 - Z.8 


33.25 - Z.24* 
16. 1 - M 

33.26 - W.3 
33.14 - Z.14 




6.3 — G. 1* rM) 

b^-H 

6.3 — G. 2* /wrT 


1785 "E" PUNCH 


Long verticle serif at end i 

3.1 - A.3 

6.2 - F.1 

3.1 - L 

3.4 - F.2 

3.3 - F. 3 

8 - D 

6.3 - G.1* 


1785 "T" PUNCH 


Vertical serifs 

at each end 

Long horizontal 

bar at base, 

6.3 - G.1* 


1785 DENTICLES 



/i6 


5.1 - F.5 
6.4 - I 
6.3 - G.1* 


* Best Example 
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3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13750 
February 24, 1986 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thanks for sending the photocopies of your 1785 halfpence. Using 
the attribution scheme that you have already started, I've labeled the 
reverse with the die break as "C". The enclosed photographs are of the 
three coins owned by Mike Ringo. As you can note, he owns one 3-B and 
two 3-C's. The weights of his coins are marked on the photos. 


It is interesting to note that variety 1-A doesn't have the broken 
"P" punch and uses the British Union in Britannia's shield. The other 
known varieties have the broken "P" punch and don't employ the British 
Union. 


I don't own or know of a 1781 halfpence that is linked to the 1785 
pieces. At one time Dick August told me that he had a 1781 die linked 
to the 1785, but later he said that he was mistaken. In the latest CNL 
Micheal Oppenheim claims to have two 1781's that are similiar in style 
to the 1785's. I've written to him hoping that he will allow me to 
examine these coins. So far I have not heard from him. 


I'm still compiling information on Machin Mill's halfpence. Quite 
some time ago you sent me a list of your die varieties, but you did not 
include condition information. In order to do a census, I need the 
grade of each of your varieties so that I can add this information to 
my data base. 


Thanks for your help. 


Sincerely, 


Gary A. Trudgen 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 30, 1986 


Mr. Gary A. Trudgen 
3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, NY 13760 

Dear Gary: 

Your letter of October 11, 1985 went unanswered because on that day I 
left for the Indian Ocean and a long vacation. The Christmas holidays 
came next, immediately after which I went to Jamaica. Then came the 
Colonial Newsletter and the result is that I was reminded again that 
I owed you an answer. 

Your letter concerning the 1785 halfpence was very interesting and I 
would like copies of pictures of the other 1785 half pence which you 
know of. I am enclosing photocopies of the only set of pictures I have 
of my own 1785 halfpence. On the back of these pictures there are certain 
comments and they tie in the obverses to the reverses. I know you will 
find them of great interest. The die work is certainly of better quality 
than the later Machins Mills work. 

I would also be interested in copies of the pictures you have of the 
1781 halfpence. I believe I do not have pictures of mine. 

Your analysis of the letter punches is certainly a major contribution. 

Keep up the good work. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Enel. 


3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
February 24, 1986 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thanks for sending the photocopies of your 1785 halfpence. Using 
the attribution scheme that you have already started, I've labeled the 
reverse with the die break as "C". The enclosed photographs are of the 
three coins owned by Mike Ringo. As you can note, he owns one 3-B and 
two 3-C's. The weights of his coins are marked on the photos. 


ii ii int ^ s ting to note that variety 1-A doesn't have the broken 

P punch and uses the British Union in Britannia's shield. The other 
known varieties have the broken "P" punch and don't employ the British 
Union. 


I don't own or know of a 1781 halfpence that is linked to the 1785 
pieces. At one time Dick August told me that he had a 1781 die linked 
to the 1785, but later he said that he was mistaken. In the latest CNL 
Micheal Oppenheim claims to have two 1781's that are similiar in style 
to the 1785's. I've written to him hoping that he will allow me to 
examine these coins. So far I have not heard from him. 


I m still compiling information on Machin Mill's halfpence. Quite 
some time ago you sent me a list of your die varieties, but you did not 
include condition information. In order to do a census] I need the 
grade of each of your varieties so that I can add this’information to 
my data base. 


Thanks for your help. 



Sincerely, 










3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13750 
February 24 t 1986 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thanks for sending the photocopies of your 1785 halfpence. Using 
the attribution scheme that you have already started, I've labeled the 
reverse with the die break as "C". The enclosed photographs are of the 
three coins owned by Mike Ringo. As you can note, he owns one 3-B and 
two 3-C's. The weights of his coins are marked on the photos. 


It is interesting to note that variety 1-A doesn't have the broken 
"P" punch and uses the British Union in Britannia's shield. The other 
known varieties have the broken "P" punch and don't employ the British 
Union. 


I don't own or know of a 1781 halfpence that is linked to the 1785 
pieces. At one time Dick August told me that he had a 1781 die linked 
to the 1785, but later he said that he was mistaken. In the latest CNL 
Micheal Oppenheim claims to have two 1781's that are similiar in style 
to the 1785's. I've written to him hoping that he will allow me to 
examine these coins. So far I have not heard from him. 


I'm still compiling information on Machin Mill s halfpence. Quite 
some time ago you sent me a list of your die varieties, but you did not 
include condition information. In order to do a census, I need the 
grade of each of your varieties so that I can add this information to 
my data base. 


Thanks for your help. 


Sincerely, 


Gary A. Trudgen 





Afy i- f9$(o 


3*4$ cM-<aJL^A 

c ~£^^dLot^j2$,A/Y. / 3~7/>o 


~ALz&^jL<2 

ty~^j JzX-*ryy£ c*-z$ ■^’y' ^jCZZe-A-y. £^^Z^xJ>-A 

/&Q s^Ulsix'LA^\rXL-J^ vC*—- y^X 




^ y - - Az^^trvV-j LO-*_^/ 

XLu^ &o-(L4? 2^ s*r>J/ 

ax£— ~&^~o CTL y 7 £ / &v-Xl<XZ ~~Z£~~ 

Xi /p^-4^2-A<aJl fcU-4- 

#-XtVLA4- 0 & S /Os' l^^,cr-rrJ$-& An^ y rf»SkdL-&$ f> <Q , 6-rwj^ //j LJZ / S / . 

v3 XaA-x^ /SX-Jy^ry 72^ / Jj? / / 7 S jt-y^ AA+4 

£y JU^Aa^XL Mljl nry^^ ^ n^y '***/' AU 

^ mmtmz / 7< p/ ^/?<?s ~xjL ,JL / 

{L^in£y-<AJ! x -Sr^JU^jp, Y^ XS/S 

^ tl, f78S- jftrx 4^u$ 

lcS& 4 _ avO ,'v~o~-^aJS>^r> > 7<?vl . 7U <cMLi _*j. ^ 

44 c l 7XJLey*-<!_ e^~A /Xn^ 

<?4A~*cJLsU£> X~ A^y^LX ~LJLaX ~t&4-$i4 &6-A n -Xft~ 4-£Jl-*sl L*, 

/7 <A~ACi / 7% / tXXeJ!^ 1<_, Aj-v-^o-i^i-aJl* A-T^e^A-c^a-*. ^ ^-n-^c-v X. 

firy^ n$ 7 <-/w4 Js^yj l^<4 /Yj?/Ai /< zJ^XX > ^ SJ / 2^ ^ TP^ 

ja^-e^JL^> Xe^i ^ /a lu-e-y^A - ^<r-^y ■^rtt-^UiX^ 

sjtLj <L*&'jL XaJ^ a 777$ /u^ uS^i eM.0 u^xLj X~^Ay i^L Ml 

ZYl'ljL C ^0~ t MXX j a tb- Mti\AO JLa-<l-. Sc~y^ (Hasl c^jO^xaJL 

r^xx^.1^ ^7 etjL&jiSJL M 1 ^ Xu ^ 

i-<-cSCyt . YZo- Z^xZA-c-A-^SL^l d-r-, ~~7~//- y'J £> / ~jf t <^C*-7 to-^ 


/7<57 

Aj'* A cj »-^AMfjiU' 
$ / 7% X 

A\<1 

. xA/Za 


e^r-viXJL*- 

/y^A-SSOvy 


, iM-^UrX . 4 /7§7 ^ c^, ^co^ 

G^X^MjZq n^^UXy Xcl^ •f~tl<L X4 7^7 ^ /7,y/ 

7^-4 >t-0 ^ . iU 178Z-iXo-friXsY 

a xy^-^z y) *- 

1 Y- 


„ (J _ - - - - - , w w r«2 ^ 7 iXwtryySly 

"XS cZ^uALX/ji. ~XX ^ 8eriSlZ X &—e J7-ca., n ~j(X_ yAx <s 

XAji- G-^y- yLj£ 7XxysyyJL<X<-uXt' SXXXj-y ^ 7 7 <8 vA ^y-^uZXt-y-^, X&t/^ X~?*-nrxU-X<U«z4 ->V'i_ <t _j^ > 
^u7 eSX. x4 Mj^a '>^x-*-AA • 

Zt—L*-, £*--aXs2-X '^ y ~'- t A* rl ~ ^ ^ tXj t>~Z (Z^ry^XX-ey^ *0 st-t//-7x-y ^Z&'cXsL^ -a J 

A-^A. XXs_ l*S(A &&-r77J^ C^x cLa-aJQ -C # «^/>?i7 ^ fi-^XMst - _ 

<3<—^*-*7 7/\A-iA tA**j/ ^yyw^cZ^ Z-tAc^y-^-f T-o A^-^-yy-yy l/t-*rr-yy fyny e /ls'y / Q—”-/2 C 

\/XuA^ aztzJL^ ^-^o , v? ^t> Xtu^y ^ ^ 

/Kiuj) mXCXj * A-J Xuy> XXX^y ly, tZi AL*xu^cA ayStZjf 

3 XiWe ^-tr-XA trxx/Ze SuA~fuXfc n 3° ± O^A a-^ry StM> X^JU^Skl Z 


1 ~3^-y ' 

' aA - 4 -a-vji A-te^i_ 






3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
April 13, 1986 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thanks for your nice long letter concerning the 1781 and 1785 
counterfeit halfpence. I have examined and photographed Michael 
Oppenheim's 1781 pieces. His 1781's appear to have no tie-in with the 
1785 halfpence. His higher grade specimen is apparently Batty #3823. 
Mike Ringo has a very similar 1781 specimen (ex. Vlack) which appears 
to be Batty #3822. 


Your argument stating that if a counterfeit halfpence appears in 
Batty's inventory, then it is most likely an English product, seems 
like a logical conclusion to me. The fact that Batty didn't list a 1785 
halfpence and the mention of American made halfpence in the 1785 
Connecticut coinage franchise petition lead me to compare punches of 
the 1785 halfpence against 1785 Connecticut coppers. When I examined 
the ANS Connecticut cabinet, all I had was photographs of an enlarged 
1785 halfpence to do the comparison with. Not the best of conditions, 
but I think that I did note some very good similarities on some of the 
punches that I noted in a previous letter to you and in the latest CNL. 
I was hoping that you, or someone with similar knowledge and expertise, 
would test my observations. If you haven't done so I would appreciate 
your taking the time to do so. If you do confirm that the 1785 
halfpence are punched linked to some of the 1785 Connecticuts, then 
they are American. If you cannot confirm my observations, then your 
theory that they were British made for American circulation seems to be 
a valid conclusion. 


I have been compiling census information on Machin halfpence for 
the past 5 years with the hope of someday publishing it. That is why I 
would like a list of your Machin varieties, along with their grades. 
Forget about their weights, if you wish, because that is a lot of work 
and possibly of little benefit. I have been recording the weights of 
Machin varieties to see if I could learn anything. I've found that some 
varieties are consistently light (average weight = 111 grains), others 
consistently heavy, and some scattered all over. 


Thanks for the encouragement concerning my writing. I like to 
write and I find it a good way to learn. Your certainly right, my 
latest Penny-Wise article was of little use to you, but I hope’it may 
stir up some interest among other copper collectors. I've got a couple 


articles coming up in CNL that you may find of interest. One is a 
fairly in-depth biographical sketch of James Giles - Machin's partner, 
and the other is entitled Gilfoil's Coppers. William Gilfoil was a 
blacksmith in the British Army at Crown Point, New York. He made his 
own halfpence (circa 1770) that were accepted in the village outside of 
Fort Crown Point. 


In my relatively short involvement with the study of early 
American coinage, I have learned much from your excellent research and 
writing. Take care. 


Sincerely, 


Gary a. Trudgen 



3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
October 7, 1986 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I’m hoping to put together an article commemorating the 
bicentennial (1987) of Machin’s Mills. Within the article I 
would like to include several photos, such as: articles of 
agreement, foundation ruins, Machin’s canal, etc. I would 
like to also include the photo you have of Machin’s house at 
Orange Lake. I have a copy of this photo which I obtained 
from Jim Spilman. Thus, I would be very pleased to receive 
your permission to use the photo in this article and I would 
see that you receive credit for the photo. 


I’ll be looking forward to hearing from you. Thanks for 
your help. 


Sincerely, 



Trudgen 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 21, 1986 


Mr. Gary A. Trudgen 
3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, NY 13760 

Dear Gary: 

Of course you can use my pictures of Machin's house. I had thought 
you didn't think it was Machin's house, but if you are now convinced, 

I welcome its publication 

I am glad you have the opportunity of combining all your fine work on 
the subject. 

I am convinced that all the Machin papers were burned up in the 1911 
or 1912 library fire in Albany. I am also convinced that the enterprise 
must have shut down in 1789 rather than 1790. 

I do not know whether the original agreement at the American Numismatic 
Society is the only copy extant and would be interested in knowing whether 
there are others. 

If you need any other information from my library or my large box of 
counterfeit half pence material, I will gladly look for it. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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A/£uj yo&fi. Hi&To&cal 

I.IACH IN PAPERS 


1777 - Jan. Resolutions of the Committee of Safety for II.Y.State. 
July. Signal orders given to Capt.Machin of the Artillery 
at hew Windsor. 

Oct. Bill for nails to Samuel Brewster by order of Gen. 
Putnam and under direction of Capt.Machin. 


1778 - Jan. 

Feb. 

U'-'Feb. 


liar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
May 
June 

Aug. 

Oct. 


Receipt [partly legible]. 

Committee of Kingston letter from T.Machin- showing the 
necessity of obstructing thn _- vi _ ew—on the Hudson. 

Letter from Capt.Machin to the Committee of hew Windsor 
showing the necessity of obstructing the—vu-ow on the 
nud son. 

Receipt signed by John Gooch. 

Frank Brown's oath. 

Receipt for bars of ironfor the use of gun boats. 

J.Ward's receipt for Ihe rent of lots. 

Receipt of Benson «c Lawrence for articles delivered 
to Lieut.Woodward at Poughkeepsie. 

Receipt of John Fisher. 

Letter from Peter Woodward to Capt.Uachin.Quaker Kill. 


1779- Mar. 
U- Apr. 
June 
Aug. 
hov. 
Oct. 


Letter from Peter Woodward to Capt.I.iachin. Bethel. 
Account of the march from Fort Schuyler to Onondaga. 
Letter from Henry Rutgers to Capt.Machin. Albany. 
Letter from Peter Woodward to Capt.I.iachin. hew Windsor 
Letter from Peter Woodward to Capt.Machin. hewburgh. 
Receipt of Lord Butler. 


1780 -July 
Sept 
' Dec. 
' Dec. 

1781’-Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 
Feb. 
May 


Letter form Ezra Patterson to Capt.Machin. Fort Pitt. 
Letter from James Bradford to Capt .I.iachin. 

Oaths of James Lackey and Thomas Harwood. 

Certificate of Ashbil Dean and Joseph Leewho appeared 
before John hi coll Justice. 

Certifi cate of William J.Hamilton who appeared before 
John hi coll,Justice. 

Certificate of Theodore Stevins who appeared before 
John hi coll Justice. 

Certificate of John UcKew wjjo appeared before J. hi coll. 
Certificate of James Lurkes who appeared before J.hicoVi. 
itecrutiing orders given to Hooker by Capt.Machin .Alban J . 


1782-Jan. / Letter from Jos.^omig to Capt.Machin about the 
hardships of the noble boys. Albany. 

Mar. Account book of Capt.Machin 
.'Mar. Certificate of John Christy.who appeared before 
J.hi coll. 

Mar. Certificate of John McDonald who appeared before J.hich’> v - 
Apr.- Orders from John Lamb, to ( 7). Burlington. 

Apr. Certificate of John Hopkins who appeared before J.hichoU- 
Apr. Certificate of John Vilroy who appeared before J.HichoW 
Apr. Certificate of John Coleman and John Deludebach who 
appeared before «olin hicholl. 

Apr. Certificate of John Friedrichson who appeared before 
J.hicholl. 



MACHIH PAPERS 


(2) 


1782 - May-^Receipt 'book of Capt.naohin. AiAY-ocr 1772^ 

Kay /Orders from Gen .Washington to Gap t.l.Iachin. 

Kay Enlistment of Samuel Brister in Col.Lamb's regiment. 

Fish Kill. 

^•ay Enlistments of Bichard Roads^John Benne t,Ananias McDaniel 
by Capt.LIachin v;ho appeiired before J.Hicholl. 

May Enlistment of Allen Bal'.L[before J.Hicholl. 

May Enlistment of John Bennet. 

May Enlistment of Peter Alwoll. 

May Oath of Simeon Ames before J.Hicholl. 

May Enlistment of Francis Mason. 

May Enlistments of John Welch,Daniel Moore,Joseph Widely 
Isaac Eord, Benoni Hopkins. Sylvanus Xravis & ThomaB 
Kalligan before J.Hi cho'll. 

May Enlistment of Hi chard Brown before J.Hicholl. 

May Certificate of Allen Ball before J.Hicholl. 

May Oath of Jeremiah Hut chins on.before J.Hicholl. 

June Oath of Kobert Hunter before J.Hicholl. 

May Oath of John Burgess before John S.tewart. 

May Oath of William Cahill and William Coleman before J.Hicholl 
May Enlistment of Phillip Francis. 

May Oath of John Lock beiore J.Hicholl. 

June Enlistment of John White. 

June Hichard Jensen enlistment before J.Hicholl. 

June Oath of John White before J.Hicholl. 

June Certificate of Zachariah Smith before J.Hicholl. 

June Oathof Samuel Ward before J.Hicholl. 

May Oath of William Eessle and Robert Daly before J.Hicholl. 

June Oath of Alexander Lawrence before J.Hicholl. 

July Oath of John Storms before Samuel Dodge. 

July Oath of Michael Van Kleake before J.Hicholl. 

July Oath of John Crum before J.Hicholl. 

Aug. Oath of Joseph Hand before J.Hicholl. 

Aug., Oath of Joel Tuthill before J.Hicholl. 

Sept.-Certificate certifying theft J.Hicholl has sworn recruits 
enlisted by Capt.Machin. 

Sept. Receipt of Erederi ck Vangerman. 

Sept. Enlistment of Erderick Vangerman. 

Sept, certificate of James Townsend before Robt.Sands. 

Sept. Enlistment of Richard Crumb. 

Sept. Oath of Darius Fisher. 

1783 -Feb. Enlistment of John Bonnell. 

Mar.^ Receipvt of I.D.Alvey. 

Feb. C.Joseph Fernet's enlistment. 

Mar. -Money order to John Reins. 

KApr. Thomas Machin's appointment to be a captain in the 
Hew York Regimeiit of Artillery. „j„ ot9r _ 

Aug.^Muster roll of Capt.Machin' b s volunteer company of artillery 
Poetry. Signed Flippanto Ho.11 Bedon's Alley. 




3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
October 25, 1986 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thanks -for permission to use your picture of Thomas Machin’s 
house at Orange Lake and your kind comments concerning my 
research regarding Machin’s Mills. 


All o-f Machin’s papers did not burn in the Albany library 
fire. The New-York Historical Society holds several of his papers 
- all from the American Revolution period. Unfortunately they do 
not have the coinage related papers that Simms had, these were 
probably lost. However, they do have several of the papers that 
Simms used in 1844 to write his biographical sketch on Machin. 


I've enclosed copies of the New-York Historical Society's 
Machin papers for your reference. I've also enclosed a 
not-SQ- Q° od copy of Machin’s promotion certificate to captain. 
This interesting document was signed on April 28, 1783 by Elias 

Boudinot, president of Congress, and future U.S. Mint director. 
You can note that his promotion was made retroactive back to 
August 21, 1781. 


Last July I completed an article which you will probably be 
interested in. It’s title is "James Atlee’s Halfpence." In the 
article I show that the majority of the American-made British 
halfpence varieties commonly attributed to Machin’s Mills were 
really made in New York City from dies engraved by James Atlee 
before Machin’s Mills began operation. Jim Spilman hopes to 
publish this article in the issue after next. 


I’m still compiling census information on the American-made 
British halfpence series, as attributed by Robert Vlack, for a 
future article. I hate to keep bugging you about this, but I 
really need a list of your pieces and their grades. 


Take care. 



Sincerely, 


Gary '(■\. Trudgen 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis , M.issouri 63105 


November 5, 1986 


Mr. Gary A. Trudgen 
3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, NY 13760 

Dear Garys 

Thank you for your letter of October 25, 1986. I look forward to reading 
your article on James Atlee. 

When I refer to the papers being burned, I referred to the papers relating 
to the Mint, not the early papers. I presume you have the small book 
published on the chain or chains prepared by Machin. I have it in my 
library. 


I will try to get to my halfpence shoi 



Sincerely yours, 
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3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
November 18, 1986 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thanks -for sending me a list o-f the American-made 
hal-fpence that you have in your collection. The higher grade 
pieces are an important addition to my condition census data 
base. I'm interested in knowing more about the large planchet 
23—88A that you listed. Is it similar to the spread planchet 
variety 21-I-87D—I where the periphery is weak due to 
excessive radial expansion during striking? Is the planchet 
diameter 28mm or larger? Variety 18-87C is also -found struck 
on a spread planchet — I know o-f three pieces. 


Thanks again -for your help. 


Sincerely, 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
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3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
June 25, 1987 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your recent letters, your kind comments 
concerning my Atlee Halfpence article, and your 
encouragement. 


I’ve checked my letter file and find that I did answer 
your letter of January 30, 1986. However, I wouldn’t be at 

all surprised that my letter and photos never made it to your 
mailbox and are now lost somewhere within the postal system. 

I once sent a letter, within the US, that took 4 years to 
reach its destination. Nevertheless, I’ve enclosed a copy of 
my original letter and new photos of the 1785 halfpence that 
I’ve examined. This time, I’ve also enclosed photos of a very 
interesting and important mule. As you can see, the coin is 
struck from an evasion obverse die and counterfeit halfpence 
reverse die. The reverse die is linked to several varieties 
of crude counterfeit halfpence that Mike Ringo and I thought 
might be American-made until this mule came along. Do you 
know of other such mules? 


I would like to say the following in response to your 
comment concerning the 1778 dated halfpence vatieties. I 
agree with you that the number punches were already on hand, 
but, I still feel they must have had a better reason for 
intentional1v back dating two reverse dies by 10 years. I 
believe this antedating was done intentionally because more 
than one die carries this date and there were no attempts to 
slter the date once it was punched into the dies. To me, the 
most logical reason for doing this is to commemorate the 10th 
anniversary of the Great Chain, Thomas Machin’s most 
important engineering accomplishment of his life, which was 
done in 1778. Remember, that the date 1777 could have also 
been made from the available number punches, but wasn’t. 1777 
was a year Thomas Machin would have been glad to forget 
about. He was seriously wounded in the chest by a musket ball 
when the British overran the Highland forts in October 1777. 


I was not aware that you own Peck’s collection of 





counterfeit halfpence. Thanks for this information. Also, 
thanks for the information on your large planchet 23-8SA 
halfpence. If the periphery of the legend is weak or 
nonexistent, then it is a spread planchet variety. However, 
if the legend is normally struck, then the coin was just 
struck on a wide planchet. Does your wide planchet 23-88A 
have a weak periphery? If so, I would appreciate a photo of 
the coin. 


By the way, the research that lead to my Atlee Halfpence 
article has proven that the new variety, 24-72C (CNL, Page 
908), is definitely an Atlee Halfpence. I own a fairly high 
grade specimen of this variety and enough of the obverse 
legend shows so that the unique "S" punch, from the large 
subgroup of Group 1, can be recognized. 


Take care. 


Sincerely, 



Gary A. Trudgen 


3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
August 14, 1987 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


In revisiting the material that is contained in Ned 
Barnsley’s British hal-fpence notebook, I find very little 
reference to 1781 and 1785 dated halfpence. In fact, there is 
no reference to the 1785 halfpence. I’ve enclosed copies of 
the pages that mention the 1781 halfpence. The reference to 
14a—81A on Spilman’s Conversion Chart is a real puzzle to me. 
It seems to suggest that an obverse similar to obverse 14 is 
combined with a 1781 dated reverse die. Barnsley’s halfpence 
summary lists one 1781 halfpence, which evidently you saw 
back then. The remainder of the notebook contains several ANS 
halfpence photos (mostly imitation varieties); Vlack’s 1st 
set of "Tory" halfpence plates; a limited amount of 
correspondence between Barnsley, Craige, and Spilman; and 
pertinent articles, such as Bass’ "The Britannia Reverse" and 
a few Howard Kurth articles. 


I saw Mike Ringo today. He has an Irish halfpence 
brockage that you will be very interested in. The obverse 
legend of this coin was punched with the same broken "P" (R) 

punch that is found on the British 1785 halfpence. He will be 
attending the ANA Convention and he said that he will show it 
to you. Mike has 5 or 6 1781 halfpence, consisting of 3 or 4 
die verities, all apparently from the same source, that he 
said he will also show you. Mike is also going to show you a 
nice example of a copper/brass counterfeit 2 real that I 
spoke to you about. 


I recall that Dick August has at least one 1781 
halfpence. Mike said that Dick will be at the ANA show, so 
you might wish to ask Dick what he currently has in 1781 and 
1785 halfpence. Are you aware that Mike Ringo purchased Bob 
Vlack’s non-American-made imitation halfpence collection? 


You mentioned that Damon Douglas had written an 
unpublished article on imitation halfpence. If you have a 
copy of that manuscript, I would appreciate a copy. I’m 
really looking forward to reading your manuscript on the 1785 


halfpence. Thanks -For sending me a copy to review. Mike Ringo 
is also quite interested in reading it. 


One -final item. I own several copies of late 18th 
century newspapers -from Phi1adelphi a. Some of the papers have 
ads such as: "Paper Money of 1785 For Sale" — this ad comes 
from a paper dated April 28, 1792. Another example is: 

"Wanted to Purchase Paper Money, by Richard Fullerton" - this 
ad comes from a paper dated December 16, 1788. Can you tell 
me why these ads were placed? 


Sincerely, 



Gary > A. Trudgen 


P.S. I would be very pleased to hear from you concerning the 
question I raised about your wide planchet 23-88A halfpence 
in my letter of June 25, 1987. 
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3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
September 2, 1987 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Erics 


Congratulations on another excellent research article. 

It is obvious to me that you have spent a great deal o-f time 
preparing this article. I -find it to be well researched, 
logically presented, and nicely written. As per your request, 
enclosed is a copy o-f your article annotated with my 
suggested changes, additions, comments, etc. By the way, 
after reading your manuscript, I also vote YES. 


There are several small changes that I suggest 
concerning your Machines Mills references. These changes are 
based upon my findings and conclusions published in my recent 
research article entitled "James Atlee’s Imitation British 
Halfpence." 


At the Syracuse ESNA show I had a quick look at Ringo's 
I r i 5 h halfpence brockage that seems to have been struck from 
dies that were sunk with the same broken "R" punch that was 
used on the 1785 British halfpence. If this proves true, 
after a letter punch comparison study, then you will probably 
want to include this information in your article. Under the 
Basis for Conc lusion section of your article (Item 9) I 
question if there are any known 1785 dated Irish halfpence. 

In a way its too bad that Ringo's Irish halfpence is an 
obverse brockage because we don't know what date the reverse 
die carried. Does Batty list 1785 dated Irish halfpence? I 
don't have a copy of Batty's works. I borrowed a copy from 
the ANA Library but I only photocopied the British section on 
halfpence. If Ringo's Irish halfpence proves to be letter 
punch linked to the 1785 British halfpence then it seems to 
me that this provides more evidence that the 1785 British 
halfpence were manufactured in the British Isles. 


I spoke with Mike Ringo last night. He said he had a 
pleasurable 3 hour talk with you and that he showed you the 
Irish halfpence brockage and loaned his 1781 halfpence to you 
for study. 



Don’t trouble yourself with trying to obtain another 
copy of Damon Douglas’ manuscript on Bunotowns for me 
if you have already used his leads in your 1976 article. 


Thanks for answering the other miscellaneous questions 
that I asked. If possible, I would appreciate a photo of your 
spread planchet 23-88A. 


Take care. 


Sincerely, 



Gary ft. Trudgen 
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3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
September 15, 19S7 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I'm pleased that you -found my suggested changes on your 
1785 counterfeit British halfpence manuscript useful and that 
you are going to cite my Atlee article. Thanks for answering 
the several questions that I raised. 


Batty’s description of the 1787 dated British halfpence 
is as follows: 

#3827 0. - Oridinary looking Bust, & C; three short 

Ribands. 

R- — Top of sprig between "AN"; spear over down 
line of first "7"-, date "1787". 

Of the American-made 1787 dated varieties, only obverse 17 
can be considered to have three short ribands. The left 
riband is split and not joined at its end. I believe that 
Batty counted this as two separate ribands. The right riband 
I s s Plit, or outlined, but joined at the end. I believe Batty 
considered this as one riband for a grand total of three 
ribands. With obverse 17 there are three possible reverse 
dies: 87A, 87B, and 87E. Only reverse 87B matches Batty’s 
description of the reverse die. The sprig of 87B does point 
between the "A" and "N" of the legend and the spear is 
directly over the down line of the first "7" of the date. 

This is why I attribute Batty’s #3827 as Vlack 17-87B. As a 
side point of interest, obverse 1 from Group 2 of my Atlee 
halfpence article also has split ribands. 


I’m a little confused as to exactly what you are asking 
in your other question. However, I believe that you are 
questioning the time frame that I assigned for the Group 2 
halfpence. I consider the one month time frame, from June 1 
to July 1 of 1787, to be the minimum time in which the dies 
for these varieties were engraved. There are six dies 
included in Group 2 and one month would have been sufficient 
time to engrave these dies. However, because obverse 17 is 
combined with three reverse dies this suggests that the dies 
were not all engraved before striking of coins began. It 
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rather suggests that the die engraving and striking of coins 
occurued simultaneously as one would normally expect to be 
the case, thus requiring a period of time greater than one 
month. From a study of obverse die 17 I would suggest an 
emission sequence of 17-87A, 17-87E, and 17-87B. Variety 
1-47A probably came last. Reverse dies 87A and 87E both 
failed by a diagonal break across the face of the die. Based 
upon the rarity of 87E, it must have failed almost 
immediately. Anyway, I believe that Thomas Machin probably 
met the July 1 date as stipulated in the articles of 
agreement between Machin's Mills and the Vermont coiners. 
Machin was a man of action and got things done. Once Atlee 
started work at Machin’s Mills I seriously doubt if he would 
have had time to work with Bailey in New York City on the 
Group 2 dies. Thus, I believe that the Group 2 dies were done 
prior to July 1. The June 1 date is when Cox was thrown into 
jail and definetly signals the end of the Rahway operation. 
However, Atlee probably quit the Rahway Mint at an earlier 
date as indicated by his joining with Machin on April 18, 

1787. Thus, I believe the Group 2 dies were probably done 
over the months of May and June. Coins from the dies of 
halfpence variety 1-47A may have been struck after Atlee left 
the city and started work at Machin's Mills. 


I tentatively believe that the emission sequence from 
the Bailey/Brasher Mint is as follows: Connecticut 
Muttonheads, Nova Eboracs, Group 2 Atlee halfpence. Brasher 
Doubloon, Excelsiors, and “running horse" New Jersey coppers. 
I hope to do some more work in this area (The Life and 
Coinages of John Bailey) sometime in the future after I 
finish the three research projects that I currently have in 
progress. I’m wondering what you thought of my article titled 
"The Mysterious Muttonhead" that appeared in Rare Coin Review 
#63? I currently believe that the small head Nova Eborac is a 
Bailey product, not a contemporary counterfeit as Breen 
suggests. I could ramble on with more of my obsevations , 
conclusions, and opinions in this area, but I’ll save them 
for some other day. 


I would be pleased and honored to meet you someday. I 
have the highest respect for you numismatic research and 
writings. Take care. 


Sincerely, 


Trudgen 
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3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
October 17, 1987 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Just a quick note to say thank you -for the photo of your 
large planchet 23-88A Atlee halfpence. 


The thought that one of the Canadian blacksmith coppers 
may really be a Gilfoil copper has already occurred to me. I 
will investigate this possibility further. 


Sincerely, 



Gary A. Trudgen 


3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
November 30, 1987 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I would like to obtain high quality photos o-f a -fairly 
high grade SMALL HEAD NOVA EB0RAC that I may use -for research 
study. I’m wondering i-f you would be able to supply me with 
such photos. I-f so, I’m interested in an enlargement o-f 
approximately 1.75 times (full frame 3^ X 5) the actual coin 
diameter. I would gladly pay for the photos and I would 
certainly appreciate your time and trouble in obtaining them 
for me. 


I don’t own a specimen of the SMALL HEAD variety or have 
access to one for study. The book and auction catalog plates 
of this variety, that I have, are all normal size and are 
not adequate for punch study comparisons. Thus, my reason for 
wishing to obtain high quality photos of the SMALL HEAD 


variety, 


I would be very pleased to hear from you concerning this 
request. 


Sincerely 


( , Trudgen 



3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
December 12, 1987 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thanks -for your note and photocopies o-f your SMALL HEAD 
NOVA EBORAC. Your specimen is superb and is just what I'm 
looking -for. It appears to me to be the RED BOOK coin. I'll 
hang in there and be looking forward to receiving your photos 
of the coin. Thanks very much for your help. 


Happy holidays! 


Sincerel y. 



Gary A. Trudgen 


3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
May 1, 1988 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Near the end of last year I wrote to you asking if I 
might be able to obtain 2X black & white photos of your small 
head NOVA EBORAC for research purposes. You wrote back 
stating that it would be a while before you could get the 
photos. Thus, I’m writing now only as a gentle reminder. 


Take care. 


Sincerely, 



Gary A. Trudgen 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis , Missouri 63105 


May 6, 1988 


Mr. Gary A. Trudgen 
3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, NY 13760 

Dear Gary: 

I had a picture taken of the New York piece and it is too poor, 
again when I can. 

Thank you for the reminder. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


I will 


3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, N.Y. 13760 
June 19, 1988 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 


I received the photos of your small head NOVA EBORAC 
yesterday. Thank you -for all o-f the trouble you went through 
to obtain the photos -for me. I appreciate iti 


I'm compiling data and information on all -four NOVA 
EBORAC varieties -for a -future article. I've entered your 
small head NOVA EBORAC into my database as grading VF/EF. I 
may wish to use your small head NOVA EBORAC photos -for my 
article. When the time comes. I’ll write to obtain your 
permission. 


Walter Breen claims that the small head NOVA EBORAC is a 
completely different style than the other NOVA EBORACS. He 
also claims that the small head is punch linked to the 
"Plaited Mane" New Jersey coppers. I find both of his claims 
concerning the small head NOVA EBORAC to be totally 
incorrect. I find the small head letter and date punches to 
be the same as the other NOVA EBORACS. This will, of course, 
be discussed in my article. 


I’ve submitted an article on the "Vermont Britannia" 
copper to Dave Bowers for his Rare Coin Review . I've also 
turned in an article titled "Matthias Ogden — New Jersey 
State Coiner" to The Colonial Newsletter . I hope that when 
these article are published that you find them both of 
interest. 


I understand that your 1785 counterfeit halfpence 
article will be published this fall by ANS. 


Take care and thanks again for your help. 


Sincerely, 



Gary A. Trudgen 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


April 17, 1990 


Mr. Gary A. Trudgen 
3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, NY 13760 

Dear Gary: 

This may not be deemed to be a very good reply to your March 27, 1990 
letter, but it is an answer. 

I am fine, having recently had published the third edition of The Early 
Paper Money of America. Since then I completed a long article for the 
A.N.A. Anthology. I went to Vietnam. I am writing another item on 
U.S. coinage now and preparing a lecture for next month in Philadelphia 
on American coin scales. The income taxes are not quite as tedious 
as proofreading. Then I have a program to give at A.N.A. in Seattle. 

I may or may not have something on James F. Atlee. I have a large box 
full of all my accumulation of halfpence matters, but just do not have 
time to go through it. If you will come here sometime, you can look 
through it with me. I just do not remember what I have and what I don't 
have, it is 15 years since I worked on my Bungtown article. 

I would be interested in a picture of the new 1771 halfpence if you 
have a spare. I had not heard of any new find. 

Bill Anton wrote me about a simple listing of my non-American British 
counterfeit halfpence and I have neither time nor enthusiasm to do that 
work. It doesn't sound like a 

Keep up your fine work. 


Eric P. Newman 



EPN :bv 




3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, NY 13760 
December 16, 1991 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 


Thanks for your letter of December 11, 1991, informing 
me of the correct die axis of your 1786 CT 2.1-A specimens. 


I'm pleased that you enjoyed my 1753 Crisis article. 

Yes, I did spend many enjoyable hours researching this 
article and I really enjoyed writing it up. My face is red 
concerning "casts." It was entirely my error. The newspaper 
used "casks", but when I transcribed it into my manuscript I 
wrote "casts." Unfortunately, no one caught this error until 
you pointed it out to me. Thanks. 


Sincerely, 



3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, NY 13760 
January 10, 1993 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric, 

I hope this letter finds you well and enjoying the new year. 
Congratulations in regard to the Virginia General Assembly's 
Joint Resolution No. 271, where they officially recognized 
your outstanding numismatic research with respect to the 
Virginia halfpenny. This must be a first in numismatic 
research and something to be very proud of. 

I'm also writing concerning a Virginia halfpenny I've 
recently acquired. It is variety 10-W, apparently the rarest 
of the standard "no period" type. I'll describe the coin as 
follows. It grades EF from a standpoint of wear. It is dark 
brown with fairly smooth surfaces. There are a couple 
natural planchet defects on the obverse. One short thin 
horizontal defect runs across the check of King George, while 
a broader and longer defect runs from the rim at 1 o'clock to 
King George's nose area. This last defect occurs only in the 
field and does not affect the legend or central device. 

There is scattered light porosity along the circumference 
from 3 o'clock to 7 o'clock. The reverse has very few 
problems, only a little crud in spots. The coin is nicely 
struck and has good detail. 

I've talked with Bill Veach concerning the coin and he stated 
that it may be the finest know. Bill only knows of a few 
specimens of this variety, however, in your Virginia 
halfpence update (ANS Museum Notes X) you give it a rarity 
rating of R-5 or 31 to 75 specimens. Who's right and what do 
you think of the value Bill places on this variety? 

I would be very pleased to hear from you about my 10-W. Take 
care. 


Sincerely, 



Gary A. Trudgen 


Gary A. Trudgen 
3103 Chalhaxn Rd. 
Endwell, NY 13760 


January 18, 1993 


Dear Gary: 

Thank You for the comment on the doings of the Virginia 
Legislature or really the doings of Bill Veach. 

The rarity ratings on Virginia varieties were extrapolated 
from the best information I had at the time. That was long ago. 
If Bill has studied the matter further he should have updated 
information to give an opinion and I certainly am delighted to have 
my data improved upon. You obviously have found a nice piece. 
Keep researching. Keep writing. Keep looking. 

Best wishes for 1993 and beyond. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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Subj: Thank You 

Date: 09/05/2001 6:15:57 AM Central Daylight Time 

From: G Trudgen 

To: _ EfjcNumis _ 


Hello Eric, 

I was pleasantly surprised to receive your card yesterday in the mail. Sorry you had 
trouble finding me. We moved three years ago, about five miles from our old 
address. 

It was my pleasure to be able to wish you a happy 90th birthday in the latest CNL. 
Colonial money enthusiasts owe you a big "thank you" for all that you have 
contributed in this area of numismatics. I hope to be able to publish more of your 
research in CNL in the upcoming years. 

Best Wishes, 

Gary Trudgen 


Wednesday, September 05, 2001 America Online: LncNumis 





